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That Matter is eternal, that from the fir Uaiotiof 


y aye following Effay comes from an Hand 


which .has entettained my Readers once before. . 


RJ Ovwithttanding « narrow contra€ted Temper be 
.&™ that which obtains moft inthe World, we moft 
‘imot therefore conclude this to be the genuine Cha- 


’ -ga@teriftick of Mankind; becanfe there are fome 


who delight. in nothiag fo much as in doing Good, 
-and receive more of their Happinefs at fecond hand, 
-or by rebound from othets, than by direé&t and im- 
- mediate Segfation.’ Now tho’ thefe Heroic Souls 

are but few, and to Appearance fo far advanced a- 


* bove the zroveling Multitudeas if they wereof sno- 
« ther Order of Beings, yet in Reality their Natare is. 


’ the:fame, moved by the fame Springs, and endow- 


+ ed with all. the fame effential Qualities, only cleared, 


. refined, and cultivated. Water is the fame fluid 


:. Body ia Winter and in Summer; when it ftands 


‘ ftiffened in Ice, as when it flows along in gentle 


* ‘Streams gladdening a thoufand Fields in its Progrefs. 


>Tis a Property of the Heart of Man to bediffufive : 
Its kind Wifhes {pread abroad over the Face of the 
Creation ; and if there bethofe, as we may obferve 
too many of them, who are all wrap’d up in their 


own dear felves, without any vitible Concern for. 


their Species, Jet us fuppofe that their Good-nature 


is frozen, and by*th 
_ contrary Quality reftrained in its Operations. I 





_ fhall therefore endeavour to affign fome of the prin-. 
cipal Checks upon this generous Propenfion of the 
- Human Soul, which will enable us to judge whe- 


ther, and by what Method, this moft ufeful Princi- 
ple may be unfettered, and reftored to its native Free- 


dom of Exercife. 
The firft and leading Caufe is an. anhzppy Com- 


plexion of Body. The Heathens, ignorant: of the. 
true Source.of Moral Evil, generally charred it on 


the Obliquity of Matter, which, being eternal and 
independart, was incapable of Change in any of its 
Properties, even by the Almighty Mind, who, when 


. He came to fathion it into a World of Beings, muft 


take it as He found it. This Notion, as moft o- 
thers of theirs, isa Compofition of Truth and Errors. 


+ 


. with one Advant 


of fome 





Soul to it, it perverted its Inclinations;and 
Influence it hath ypon the Mind is not ¢o non och 
by God himfelf, are all very-gteat Errors, . occafi- 
oned by a Trath as evident, that the Capacities and 
Difpofitions of the Soul depend, to's great degree, 
Sine ‘Fools, 


on the'bodily Temper. As there are 
others are Knaves, by Conftitution ; and particularly, 


it may be faid of Many, that they. sre born wi 
illiberal Caft‘of Mind: the Matcer thar paenced 


them is tenacious as Birdlime, and a kind of Cramp 


draws their Hands and their Hearts ‘together, - that 


they never care to open them aunlefg to grafp at-= -- -- . 


more. *Tis‘a melancholy Lot this; but attended 
abovetheirs to. whom it would 
be as painful to forbear good Offices, as it is to 
thefe Men to perform them ; that whereas Perfons 
naturally Beneficent often. miftake Inftin@ for Vir- 
tue, by reafon of the Difficulty of diftinguithing 
when onerules them and when.the other, Maen of 
the oppofire Chara@ter may be more. cettain of the 
Motive that predominates in every AG@ion. If they 
cannot confer a Benefit with that Eafe and Frank- 
nefs which are neceflary to give it a Grace in the 
Eye of the World, in requital, the real Merit of 
what they do. is enhanc’d by the Oppofition they 


farmount in doing it. The Strength of their Vir- 


tue is feen in rifing againtt the Weight of Natate, 
and every time they have the Refolution to difchatge 
their Daty, they make a Sacrifice of Inclination to 
Confcience, which is always too grateful to let its 
Followers go without fuitable Marks of its Appto- 
bation. Perhaps the entire Cure of this il] Quality 
is no more poffible than of fome Diftempers that 
defcend by Inheritance. . However, @ great deal 


may be done by a Courfe of Beneficence obftinately - 


perlifted in; this, if any thing, being a likely w 
of eftablithing a moral Habit. which hall wu "hime. 


- what of a Counterpoife to the Force of Mechanifin. 


Only it maft be remembered, that we do. not inter- 
mit, upon any Pretence whatfoever, the Cuftom of 
doiig Good, in regard if there be the leaft’ Ceffati- 
on, Natare. will watch the Opportunity to nethtns 
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"you in’ ‘it; look upon every thing be- 
ad, ots ‘afelefe only, bat purthes thine. Place 
pot. your Quiet in ‘Things which you caonot have 
_ withont putting others . t ; 
«“gnaking them: sour Enemies; and which, when at- 
" tafried; 


._. their Fires; net only all the - 


ese . - 


n ‘ t the Ground it was 
loniise caiing : For théte is this Wifference Be- 
, its, and @ich as hdve ‘their Fodh- 
ation i the Body ; thac felt laft are in ‘their Na- 
ture more forcible and vio'ent, and, to gain upon 
only not to be oppos’d; whereas the for- 
watt be continually reinforc’d with frefh Sup- 
pies, y will languithh and die away. And 
this fr i hg why gon ee ts, mI fo 
longer Aime. fpr. their Settlement than 
ied, aa re longer Aime a thé Reafonis, that 
pre gy nef 
duce a Change in the Body, whith'the others -not 
doing, mutt be maintain’d the fame way they are sc- 
qnir’d, by the mere Dint of Induftry,. Refolution, 
and Vigilance. a 
Another Thing which fufpends the ions of 


Benaralence, is the Love of the World; pr . 
ing froma falfe Notion Men~have taken up, that 
-an Abundance of the World is an effential Ingredi- 
ent into the Happinefs of Life. Worldly Things 
of fach a Quality as to leffen upon dividing, 
e mite Partners there are, the lefe mutt 
fal O'"évcey Man's. ptivate. Share. “The ‘Conte- 
inenteé Of thisis, that they look upon one ariother 
wit? an Evit-Eye,:each imagining all’ the reft-to be 
Seiaeh 8 -at neers eannot take Phice’bat 
to lif’ Prejudice. Hence are thofe gones Conmpeti- 
tions for Wealth or Power; hence one s Suc- 
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cels becomes another's Difappointment; and, ‘like - 
ma 3 : ‘anyone, to obferve the fo: 
-when:the Soul, in a Fiuth. of good Humour, talres 


Pretendets to the fame Miftrefs, they caiifeldom 
have common — aw their as Sid an a 
‘are natarally di ‘tq quarrel an¢ t, 
bards nataral fin a Mian tq.prefer bimfelf to ‘ll 
others, ahd ‘to: fecure his own lotereft firft.’' ‘if 
{that which Men ‘efteetn their Happinefs were, like 
the Light, the fame fuaicient and nenfiined ‘Gadd, 
whether Ten Thoufand: enjoy the Benefit Of it, ‘or 
but one; We Mould fee Mens good Will, and kind 
Endeavoyrs; would be as univerfal.,. 
 Ouaht Facets ide fuo Lumine accendai, facit, , 


_: INibilominas ipfi baceat, cam illi accenderit. 


"Bot, untacki 
: a yujedts =! 


‘Mankind-agree in making Choice 
hich inevitably engage them iri per- 
petyal Differences. . Learn therefore, like a wife 
, thetrue Efttmateof Things. ‘Defire not more 
ry to accominodate 


befide them, atid thereby 


will give you: more Trouble to keep, than 


_. Satisfaétion in the Enjoyment. Virtue is a Good 


of.a nobler-Kind; it grows by Communication, 


aad fo }jttle réfembles earthly. Riches, that the more 
"Hands. it is lodg’d ia, the greater is every. Man's 


‘particalar Stock. So, by. propagating and mingling 
Peele Ei ane pete of a Beatich 
a more extenfive Brightnefs, but each 
barns with a ftronger Flame. And 


ether ca 
fingle ‘Light 


" Jaltly, take thisalong with ‘you, that if Wealth be 


- the-Men; 


kennefs for Inftance) pro-- 


, at the Black Swan without 


. may - 
he had a Difcourfe co .the Contemplation of Death, be- 
ing a Dialogue Serwecn 2 Bilal : .* 


an Inftrument of Pleafare, the greateft Pleafare it 
can pufiinto yout Power, is that of doi , 
Tis wdeth poegpiening. cis the O 

a& within.a nétrow Compgls, and the 

will foon fay they havé enough? 
therefore is the happier Man? He, who confining 


w 
all his Regard to the Gratificacion of his own 4 
petites, is capable but of hort Fits of Pleafure? 







Satisfa&ions of others, efpecially ttidfe-which come 
to hem. by his Means, enlarges the Sphere of his 
he laft Enemy to Benevolence I hall 
is Uneafinefs of any Kind:~-A-guilty,-or.a. 
tented Mind, a Mind ruffied by ill Fortune, dif- 
concerted by its own Paffions, fowered by N 
eG, or fretting-at Difappointments, hath not Lei- 
fure to attend. to the Neceflity or Reafonablenefs 
of a Kindnefs defir’d, nor a Tafte, for thofe Plea- 
fures which wait on Beneficehce,..which demand 
a calm and uspollated Heart to relith them. The 
moft miferable. of all Beings is the moft envious; 
as, on the other Hand, the moft communicative is 
the happieft::. And if. you are in fearch of the Seat 
of perfe& Love and Friendhip, ‘you will noti 
it till you come to the Region of ‘the: Bteffed, 
where Happinefs, like a refrefhing Stream, flows 
from: Heart to:Heart in an endlefs ¢ ee 
is = {weet and..untainted by the--Mofioh. 


S old Advice, if you heres Favenr to requeft of 


‘a Pleafure to thew itfelf pleas’d. Perfons confci- 


ous’ of their own ‘Integrity, fatisfied with them- 


ferves, and their Condition, and full of Confi- 
dence in a-Supreme Being, and the Hope-of Im- 


“mortality, furvey ali about them, with a Flow of 
~ Good-will. rs Trans. which ‘like their Soil 
-fhoot out in 
 beheath their own. precious. Load, to the Hand.of 


Exprefions of Kindnefs, and. beed 


the'Gatherer. Now. if the Mind be nog thus eafy, 


~ "is an infallible Sign that it is not in ies natural 
State: Place the Mind in ‘its right Poftare,. it 
 will{immediately difcover its innate Propenfion-to 


Beneficence. i 
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times of Addrefs, 












“The Maufoleam, a:-Poem, facred to the Memo- 





